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1. INTRODUCTION 
The escalating crises of climate change, biodiversity degradation, resource scarcity, and waste accumulation have exposed the limitations of the prevailing linear economic model and reinforced the urgency of developing more holistic approaches to sustainable development (Choudhry et al., 2026; Montefalcone et al., 2025). In response, the Circular Economy (CE) has gained global recognition as a strategic framework that enhances resource efficiency, minimizes waste, and promotes regenerative production systems (Gennari, 2023; Ijimdiya et al., 2026; Rahla et al., 2021). Nevertheless, the dominant CE literature remains largely grounded in economic, industrial, and technological paradigms, offering limited consideration of the ethical and spiritual values that shape human behaviour and determine the long-term sustainability of economic systems (Dziubaniuk & Aarikka-Stenroos, 2025; Ghobakhloo et al., 2025; Rahma et al., 2025). This gap creates an important opportunity to advance the Islamic Circular Economy (ICE) as a value-based framework rooted in Islamic epistemology.
Despite the growing body of research on ICE, existing studies primarily interpret it as an Islamic adaptation of the conventional CE through the lenses of maqāṣid al-sharīʿah, Islamic economics, and Islamic finance (Lestari et al., 2024; Fathma et al., 2025; Yusuf, 2021; Javaid, 2022).  Consequently, ICE has not yet been sufficiently established as an autonomous theoretical construct derived directly from the primary sources of Islam. Furthermore, prior studies have predominantly relied on literature reviews and normative discussions, while the systematic reconstruction of ICE from the Qur'an and Hadith remains largely unexplored.
The Qur'an and Hadith articulate comprehensive principles of environmental stewardship, responsible resource management, ecological balance, social justice, and human accountability as khalīfah. These teachings provide a coherent normative foundation for developing ICE as a distinctive paradigm of sustainable development. Building upon these foundations, this study develops a conceptual framework grounded directly in the Qur'an and Hadith, positioning tawḥīd, khalīfah, amānah, mīzān, ʿadl, maṣlaḥah, and the prohibition of isrāf as the core principles governing sustainable economic activities.
The principal contribution of this study is the formulation of an integrated conceptual framework that reconceptualizes Circular Economy through Islamic ethical and theological perspectives. By extending CE beyond material resource circulation to encompass moral governance, behavioural transformation, social responsibility, and intergenerational welfare, the proposed framework enriches both Circular Economy theory and Islamic economic thought. It also provides a robust theoretical foundation for future empirical research and offers strategic guidance for policymakers in designing Shariah-based sustainable development policies that integrate environmental sustainability with Islamic ethical values.
2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Transformative Framework Based on the Qur'an and Hadith
The Qur'an and the Sunnah provide the primary normative foundation for Islamic perspectives on sustainable development by establishing ethical principles that govern the relationship between humans, society, and the natural environment. Unlike conventional development paradigms that primarily emphasize economic growth, Islam promotes a holistic approach in which economic activities are inseparable from spiritual accountability, social justice, and environmental stewardship (Chapra, 2016; Kamali, 2019). Sustainable development is therefore directed toward the realization of maṣlaḥah (public welfare) while preserving ecological integrity for future generations.
This perspective is rooted in the Qur'anic concept of humans as khalīfah (vicegerents) entrusted with the responsibility to manage natural resources responsibly (Qur'an 2:30). Environmental governance is further guided by the principles of mīzān (balance) (Qur'an 55:7–9) and the prohibition of fasād (environmental destruction) (Qur'an 7:56), emphasizing that resource utilization must maintain ecological equilibrium rather than maximize short-term economic gains (Nasr, 2015; Hassan, 2021).
These principles are reinforced by the Sunnah through practical guidance on environmental ethics. Prophetic traditions encourage tree planting as a continuous charitable act and prohibit excessive water consumption even when resources are abundant, illustrating the Islamic values of conservation and moderation. Consequently, sustainability in Islam extends beyond ecological concerns by integrating spiritual responsibility and ethical behaviour into resource management.
Collectively, the Qur'an and the Sunnah establish a transformative framework based on stewardship (khalīfah), trust (amānah), balance (mīzān), moderation, and environmental responsibility. These values provide a faith-based foundation for sustainable resource governance and offer an ethical framework that complements contemporary sustainability and circular economy theories by incorporating moral accountability into economic decision-making (Geissdoerfer et al., 2017; Chapra, 2016).
Islamic Circular Economy
Islamic Circular Economy (ICE) extends the conventional Circular Economy (CE) by embedding circular resource management within the normative framework of Islamic economics. While CE emphasizes resource efficiency, waste minimization, and closed-loop production systems, ICE reconceptualizes these practices through the ethical principles of tawḥīd, amānah, ʿadl, mīzān, and maṣlaḥah, thereby integrating environmental stewardship with moral responsibility (Geissdoerfer et al., 2017; Kirchherr et al., 2017; Chapra, 2016). From this perspective, natural resources are viewed as a divine trust, and humans, as khalīfah, are obligated to ensure their equitable, efficient, and sustainable utilization.
Despite growing scholarly attention linking ICE with Maqāṣid al-Sharīʿah, Islamic social finance, halal industries, and the green economy, the literature remains theoretically fragmented. Existing studies predominantly offer normative or conceptual discussions without articulating an integrated theoretical model that explains the dynamic relationships among Islamic ethical values, institutional governance, economic behaviour, and environmental sustainability (Fathma et al., 2025; Afandi & Rahma, 2025). The Qur'an and the Sunnah provide the foundational epistemology of ICE by prohibiting wastefulness (Qur'an 7:31), condemning environmental degradation (Qur'an 30:41), and promoting the Prophetic principle of lā ḍarar wa lā ḍirār, which requires economic activities to prevent harm to both society and nature. 
Accordingly, ICE transcends the technical logic of circularity by positioning ethical accountability, distributive justice, and Sharia-compliant institutions—including zakat, waqf, ṣadaqah, and Islamic finance—as essential mechanisms for achieving sustainable development. This positions ICE as a holistic theoretical paradigm that integrates ecological, economic, social, and spiritual dimensions, thereby enriching the evolving discourse on sustainable development beyond the conventional Circular Economy framework (Rahma et al., 2025; Korhonen et al., 2018; Jayyousi et al. 2022, Raimi, 2026).
Sustainable Development
Sustainable development has emerged as a dominant paradigm for addressing the intertwined challenges of environmental degradation, social inequality, and resource depletion. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) conceptualize development as a process that satisfies present needs while safeguarding the capacity of future generations to achieve their own well-being (United Nations, 2015). Accordingly, sustainability requires a balanced integration of economic prosperity, environmental integrity, and social equity to ensure long-term resilience and systemic sustainability (Geissdoerfer et al., 2017). Contemporary sustainability theory further emphasizes that development should be assessed not solely through economic growth but also through human well-being, distributive justice, and the preservation of ecological boundaries (Holden et al., 2025).
From an Islamic perspective, these objectives are reinforced by a comprehensive ethical framework grounded in the Qur'an and Sunnah. The Qur'an explicitly prohibits environmental corruption (Qur'an 7:56) and commands the preservation of cosmic balance (mīzān) (Qur'an 55:7–9), while the Sunnah promotes environmental stewardship through practical acts of conservation. These principles establish humans as khalīfah, entrusted with safeguarding natural resources in pursuit of justice, ecological harmony, and maṣlaḥah. While prevailing sustainability frameworks predominantly emphasize institutional and technological solutions, the Islamic perspective contributes a normative dimension by integrating spiritual accountability, ethical stewardship, and the objectives of Maqāṣid al-Sharīʿah. Consequently, this theoretical integration provides a stronger conceptual foundation for the Islamic Circular Economy, positioning sustainability as a moral, ecological, and socio-economic responsibility rather than merely a policy objective.
3. METHOD 
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Research Design
This study adopts a qualitative library research design to reconstruct the conceptual framework of the Islamic Circular Economy (ICE) by integrating the Qur'an, Hadith, and contemporary sustainability literature. A qualitative approach is appropriate because it enables the exploration of meanings, ethical values, and conceptual relationships embedded in authoritative texts rather than statistical testing. Following the qualitative paradigm proposed by Creswell and Poth (2018), the study applies an inductive reasoning process to develop a conceptual model from textual evidence. Instead of verifying existing theories, the research synthesizes Islamic normative principles with Circular Economy (CE) and Sustainable Development (SD) concepts to formulate a comprehensive Islamic Circular Economy framework.
Data Sources and Sampling
This research relies exclusively on secondary data collected through purposive sampling, whereby documents are selected based on their relevance and academic authority. The primary sources consist of the Qur'an and authentic Hadith, particularly Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Sunan Abū Dāwūd, and Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī. These texts provide theological foundations concerning environmental stewardship, responsible resource management, moderation (isrāf), justice, and public welfare (maṣlaḥah).
Secondary sources include peer-reviewed articles indexed in Scopus and SINTA, scholarly books, and internationally recognized reports published by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations (UN), the World Bank, and the Ellen MacArthur Foundation. To capture recent developments in sustainability research, scientific publications were limited to the period 2015–2026, corresponding with the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Literature was retrieved from Scopus, ScienceDirect, SpringerLink, Wiley Online Library, Emerald Insight, Taylor & Francis Online, and Google Scholar.
Operationalization of Research Concepts
As a conceptual qualitative study, the analysis focuses on key research constructs rather than measurable variables. These constructs provide the analytical basis for identifying the convergence between Islamic teachings, Circular Economy principles, and sustainable development.
Tabel 1. Operationalization of Research
	Research Construct
	Analytical Indicators
	Primary Data Sources

	Circular Economy
	Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recover, Regenerate, resource efficiency
	Circular Economy literature, Ellen MacArthur Foundation framework

	Islamic Values
	Tawḥīd, Khalīfah, Amānah, Mīzān, Isrāf, Iḥsān, Maṣlaḥah, Maqāṣid al-Sharī'ah
	The Qur'an, Hadith, and Islamic economics literature

	Sustainable Development
	Economic, social, environmental, and intergenerational dimensions
	United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), United Nations Environment Programme reports, World Bank publications

	Islamic Circular Economy
	Integration of Circular Economy principles with Islamic values
	Conceptual synthesis derived from qualitative analysis



Data Collection Technique
Data were collected through systematic document analysis involving identification, screening, classification, and critical evaluation of documentary sources. The selection process emphasized three criteria: (1) relevance to the research objectives, (2) academic credibility, and (3) contribution to the conceptual development of ICE. The selected documents were subsequently organized into thematic categories to facilitate coherent qualitative interpretation.
Data Analysis Technique
The study combines Qualitative Content Analysis (QCA) and Thematic Analysis to examine the relationships among Islamic teachings, Circular Economy principles, and sustainable development. This integrated approach enables systematic interpretation of textual evidence while supporting inductive theory development.
The analytical procedure consisted of five stages. First, relevant Qur'anic verses, Hadith, and scholarly literature were selected through data reduction. Second, open coding identified recurring concepts related to environmental ethics, sustainability, resource efficiency, stewardship, and Islamic economic principles. Third, axial coding grouped these concepts into broader thematic categories representing the dimensions of ICE. Fourth, selective coding integrated the categories into a coherent conceptual framework illustrating the interaction between Islamic values and Circular Economy principles. Finally, conceptual interpretation compared the emerging framework with established CE and Sustainable Development theories to formulate a comprehensive Islamic Circular Economy model.
Trustworthiness of the Data
The rigor of this study was enhanced through several validation strategies. Source triangulation compared evidence from the Qur'an, authentic Hadith, Islamic economics literature, and international sustainability publications to strengthen conceptual consistency. Peer debriefing involving experts in Islamic economics, sustainability, and qualitative research was employed to reduce interpretative bias. In addition, an audit trail documented coding decisions, analytical procedures, and conceptual development throughout the study, ensuring transparency and methodological dependability. Finally, theoretical validation was conducted by comparing the reconstructed framework with established Circular Economy and Sustainable Development theories, thereby improving the credibility and scholarly robustness of the proposed Islamic Circular.
4. [bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Result
Thematic Analysis of the Qur'an and Hadith as the Epistemological Foundation of the Islamic Circular Economy
The thematic analysis demonstrates that the Islamic Circular Economy (ICE) is founded on a revelation-based epistemology derived from the Qur'an and the Sunnah, distinguishing it fundamentally from the conventional Circular Economy (CE), which is primarily informed by environmental economics, industrial ecology, and resource-efficiency theories (Geissdoerfer et al., 2017; Kirchherr et al., 2017). Within the Islamic worldview, tawḥīd establishes Allah as the ultimate Owner of all resources, while humans are appointed as khalīfah entrusted with the ethical stewardship of the earth. Consequently, sustainability extends beyond economic performance to encompass spiritual accountability, ecological integrity, social justice, and the realization of Maqāṣid al-Sharīʿah. Grounded theory coding identified eight core concepts—tawḥīd, khalīfah, amānah, mīzān, iṣlāḥ, iḥsān, isrāf, and maṣlaḥah—which were subsequently synthesized into three interconnected dimensions: the relationship between humans and Allah, among human beings, and with nature. Qur'anic principles prohibiting environmental degradation (Qur'an 7:56), emphasizing ecological balance (Qur'an 55:7–9), affirming human stewardship (Qur'an 2:30), and condemning wastefulness (Qur'an 7:31), together with Prophetic traditions encouraging tree planting (Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī No. 2320; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim No. 1553) and water conservation (Sunan Ibn Mājah No. 425), establish an integrated ethical framework for sustainable resource management. Selective coding further reveals that circular strategies reduce, reuse, recycle, recover, and regenerate represent not merely technical mechanisms but practical manifestations of tawḥīd, amānah, mīzān, and maṣlaḥah. Accordingly, ICE emerges as a distinct Sharīʿah-based sustainability paradigm that integrates theological, ethical, economic, social, and environmental dimensions to advance ecological resilience, social equity, and long-term human well-being.
Table 1. Thematic Analysis of the Qur'an and Hadith as the Epistemological Foundation of 
the Islamic Circular Economy
	Theme
	Category
	Qur'anic/Hadith Evidence
	Conceptual Meaning

	Tawḥīd
	Divine ownership
	Qur'an 67:15
	Natural resources are divine trusts to be managed responsibly.

	Khalīfah
	Human stewardship
	Qur'an 2:30
	Humans are entrusted with protecting and developing the earth.

	Mīzān
	Ecological balance
	Qur'an 55:7–9
	Resource utilization should preserve environmental equilibrium.

	Prohibition of Isrāf
	Resource efficiency
	Qur'an 7:31
	Wasteful consumption contradicts sustainability principles.

	Iṣlāḥ
	Environmental restoration
	Qur'an 7:56
	Humans are prohibited from causing environmental degradation.

	Environmental conservation
	Tree planting
	Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim
	Ecological conservation constitutes an act of worship.

	Efficiency
	Water conservation
	Sunan Ibn Mājah
	Resources should be used proportionally and responsibly.



Overall, the findings indicate that the epistemological foundation of ICE substantially extends the conventional CE framework. Whereas CE primarily focuses on technological innovation and resource efficiency (Kirchherr et al., 2017; Korhonen et al., 2018), ICE embeds circular resource management within a comprehensive Sharīʿah-based worldview that integrates theological, ethical, social, economic, and environmental values. Resource circulation is therefore understood not only as an economic strategy but also as a moral and spiritual obligation before Allah. This integrated perspective positions ICE as a transformative sustainability paradigm capable of simultaneously promoting environmental protection, social justice, economic resilience, and the realization of Maqāṣid al-Sharīʿah.
Thematic Analysis of the Alignment between Qur'anic and Prophetic Principles and Circular Economy Principles
The thematic analysis of the Qur'an, Hadith, and contemporary Circular Economy (CE) literature demonstrates a substantial convergence between Islamic ethical principles and CE strategies. Using a grounded theory approach, open coding identified recurring concepts, including resource efficiency, prohibition of isrāf (wastefulness), stewardship (khalifah), amanah (trust), environmental balance (mīzān), and maṣlaḥah (public welfare). Through axial and selective coding, these concepts were synthesized into five interrelated themes resource efficiency, resource optimization, environmental regeneration, social responsibility, and sustainability which correspond closely to the five CE strategies: reduce, reuse, recycle, recover, and regenerate.
The findings indicate that Islamic teachings extend the conventional CE paradigm beyond technical resource management by embedding environmental stewardship within a comprehensive ethical and spiritual framework. The prohibition of isrāf (Qur'an 7:31) reinforces the reduce principle by promoting moderation as both a moral obligation and a sustainability strategy. The concepts of amanah and khalifah support reuse and recover, emphasizing responsible resource management as a divine trust. Likewise, the principles of mīzān and iṣlāḥ, reflected in Qur'an 55:7–9 and 30:41, align with regenerate by advocating ecosystem restoration and ecological balance. Moreover, Qur'an 59:7 broadens the CE perspective through distributive justice, integrating social equity into sustainability. Collectively, these findings suggest that Islamic values provide a robust normative and epistemological foundation for the Islamic Circular Economy (ICE), transforming CE from a resource-efficiency model into a holistic framework encompassing environmental sustainability, social justice, economic resilience, and spiritual accountability (Kirchherr et al., 2017; Geissdoerfer et al., 2017; Korhonen et al., 2018; Ellen MacArthur Foundation, 2019). The thematic synthesis is presented in Table 2.
Table 2. Thematic Alignment between Circular Economy Principles and Islamic Teachings
	Circular Economy Principle
	Qur'anic and Prophetic Principle
	Thematic Interpretation

	Reduce
	Prohibition of isrāf (Qur'an 7:31)
	Efficient resource utilization and avoidance of excessive consumption as a moral obligation.

	Reuse
	Amanah and resource optimization
	Resources should be reused to maximize their benefits before disposal.

	Recycle
	Iḥsān and efficiency
	Waste should be transformed into valuable resources to minimize environmental impacts and increase utility.

	Recover
	Khalifah and stewardship
	Recovering the value of resources represents human responsibility in managing God's creation.

	Regenerate
	Mīzān and iṣlāḥ (Qur'an 55:7–9; 30:41)
	Ecosystem restoration and environmental conservation are essential to maintaining balance and sustainability.



Thematic Analysis Results: Reconstructing the Transformative Islamic Circular Economy Framework
The thematic analysis reveals that the Islamic Circular Economy (ICE) remains conceptually fragmented in the current literature. Existing studies predominantly adopt the Circular Economy (CE) as the primary analytical framework while treating Islamic principles as complementary ethical values rather than as the epistemological foundation of the economic system. Consequently, ICE has been framed largely as an extension of conventional CE instead of an independent paradigm rooted in Islamic worldview. By synthesizing evidence from the Qur'an, Hadith, and contemporary scholarship, this study demonstrates that Islamic teachings provide a coherent normative framework that systematically underpins every stage of circular economic practice, thereby enabling the reconstruction of a more comprehensive and transformative ICE model (Geissdoerfer et al., 2017; Kirchherr et al., 2017).
Open coding identified seven recurring core values—tawhid, khalifah, amanah, mīzān, iḥsān, maṣlaḥah, and the prohibition of isrāf—which consistently emerged across Islamic primary sources and academic literature. Axial coding subsequently organized these values into three interrelated dimensions: theological foundation, ethical orientation, and resource governance. This conceptual structure demonstrates that Islamic economic activities extend beyond resource efficiency by integrating spiritual accountability, environmental stewardship, and social responsibility, as reflected in the Qur'an (Al-Baqarah 2:30; Al-A'raf 7:56; Ar-Rahman 55:7–9; Al-An'am 6:141).
The analysis further indicates that Islamic values provide the normative basis for implementing circular economy strategies. The principle of reduce is grounded in the prohibition of isrāf, encouraging moderation and responsible consumption, while reuse, repair, recycle, and recover emphasize resource optimization, value restoration, and the prevention of environmental degradation (fasād). The principle of regenerate reflects the concept of iṣlāḥ, emphasizing ecological restoration and continuous environmental improvement. Accordingly, ICE transcends material resource management by embedding ethical transformation, institutional governance, and collective responsibility within sustainable economic systems, thereby extending the conceptual boundaries of conventional CE (Korhonen et al., 2018).
Selective coding resulted in the development of a Transformative Islamic Circular Economy Framework comprising five integrated components: (1) the Qur'an and Hadith as the epistemological foundation; (2) seven core Islamic values as normative principles; (3) circular economy strategies consisting of reduce, reuse, repair, recycle, recover, and regenerate; (4) collaborative governance involving government, businesses, Islamic financial institutions, regulators, and society; and (5) sustainability outcomes encompassing economic prosperity, social equity, environmental resilience, and intergenerational responsibility. Unlike the conventional Circular Economy, which primarily emphasizes material efficiency, this framework positions ethical transformation and spiritual accountability as the primary drivers of sustainability. Therefore, ICE should be recognized as a distinct theoretical paradigm that integrates theological, ethical, economic, social, and ecological dimensions, providing a robust conceptual foundation for future empirical research, policy formulation, and sustainability governance within Islamic economics.
Discussion
The Qur'an and Hadith as the Epistemological Foundation of Islamic Circular Economy
The findings reveal that the Islamic Circular Economy (ICE) remains theoretically fragmented and lacks a coherent epistemological foundation. Existing studies have predominantly adopted the Circular Economy (CE) framework while positioning Islamic principles merely as ethical complements rather than as the primary source of knowledge and normative guidance. Consequently, ICE has generally been conceptualized as an adaptation of conventional CE instead of an autonomous paradigm grounded in the Qur'an and Hadith. Addressing this gap, this study reconstructs ICE by integrating Islamic primary sources with contemporary sustainability scholarship, establishing Islamic revelation as the epistemological basis for circular economic practices (Geissdoerfer et al., 2017; Kirchherr et al., 2017).
Open coding identified seven foundational values—tawhid, khalifah, amanah, mīzān, iḥsān, maṣlaḥah, and the prohibition of isrāf—which consistently emerged across the Qur'an, Hadith, and the academic literature. Axial coding further synthesized these values into three interrelated dimensions: theological foundation, ethical orientation, and resource governance. Together, these dimensions demonstrate that sustainability in Islam extends beyond resource efficiency to encompass ecological balance, moral responsibility, and humanity's stewardship as God's vicegerent on Earth, as reflected in Al-Baqarah (2:30), Al-A'raf (7:56), Ar-Rahman (55:7–9), and Al-An'am (6:141).
The analysis also demonstrates that Islamic values provide a normative foundation for operationalizing circular economy strategies. The principle of reduce embodies the prohibition of isrāf through moderation and responsible consumption, while reuse, repair, recycle, and recover reinforce resource optimization and environmental preservation by preventing fasād. Likewise, regenerate reflects the principle of iṣlāḥ, emphasizing ecological restoration and long-term environmental resilience. Accordingly, ICE transcends the predominantly technical and efficiency-oriented orientation of conventional CE by integrating ethical transformation, institutional accountability, and social responsibility into sustainable resource governance (Korhonen et al., 2018).
Selective coding generated a Transformative Islamic Circular Economy Framework consisting of five interconnected components: Islamic revelation as the epistemological foundation; seven core Islamic values as normative principles; circular strategies comprising reduce, reuse, repair, recycle, recover, and regenerate; collaborative governance involving governments, businesses, Islamic financial institutions, regulators, and communities; and sustainability outcomes integrating economic prosperity, social justice, environmental integrity, and intergenerational responsibility. This framework positions spiritual accountability and ethical transformation as the driving forces of sustainable development. Therefore, ICE should be recognized as a distinct theoretical paradigm rooted in Islamic epistemology that advances both circular economy scholarship and Islamic economics while providing a rigorous conceptual foundation for future empirical research, policy formulation, and sustainability governance.
Alignment between Qur'anic-Hadith Principles and Circular Economy Concepts
The thematic synthesis reveals a substantial conceptual convergence between Circular Economy (CE) principles and the ethical worldview of Islam. Core CE strategies—reduce, reuse, recycle, recover, and regenerate—are intrinsically reflected in Qur'anic and Prophetic teachings through the principles of isrāf, amānah, khalīfah, maṣlaḥah, iṣlāḥ, mīzān, and tawḥīd. While CE primarily promotes resource efficiency and closed-loop production, Islamic teachings provide a broader normative framework that integrates environmental stewardship with justice, moral responsibility, and accountability before God. Thus, sustainability is understood not merely as a technical objective but as a religious and ethical obligation.
These findings extend previous CE scholarship by demonstrating that behavioral transformation is more likely to be sustained when supported by intrinsic spiritual values rather than external regulations alone. Within the Islamic worldview, responsible production, sustainable consumption, ecosystem restoration, and equitable resource distribution constitute acts of stewardship (khalīfah) and worship. Consequently, Islamic ethics complement the predominantly economic and technological orientation of conventional CE models by embedding sustainability within a comprehensive moral framework. This synthesis suggests that the Qur'an and Hadith provide not only ethical justification but also governance principles that strengthen the long-term implementation of CE. The conceptual correspondence between CE principles and Islamic teachings is summarized in Table 3.







Table 3. Correspondence between Circular Economy Principles and Islamic Teachings
	Circular Economy Principle
	Islamic Principle
	Qur'anic–Hadith Value
	Sustainability Contribution

	Reduce
	Prohibition of Isrāf
	Moderation in consumption
	Waste minimization

	Reuse
	Amānah
	Responsible utilization of resources
	Resource efficiency

	Recycle
	Khalīfah
	Sustainable resource management
	Circular resource use

	Recover
	Maṣlaḥah
	Public benefit and value preservation
	Economic and social resilience

	Regenerate
	Iṣlāḥ
	Environmental restoration
	Ecosystem regeneration

	System Balance
	Mīzān
	Ecological balance and justice
	Long-term sustainability

	Governance
	Tawḥīd
	Accountability to Allah
	Ethical environmental governance



Table 3 illustrates that Islamic teachings extend beyond environmental ethics by incorporating governance, social justice, and spiritual accountability as integral components of sustainability. This integrated perspective provides a robust conceptual foundation for developing an Islamic Circular Economy framework that aligns ecological sustainability with ethical governance and value-based decision-making.
A Transformative Framework of Islamic Circular Economy
This study advances the sustainability literature by proposing a transformative Islamic Circular Economy (ICE) framework that integrates theological, ethical, economic, social, and environmental dimensions into a coherent conceptual paradigm. Drawing upon the Qur'an, Hadith, and contemporary Circular Economy (CE) scholarship, the framework reconceptualizes sustainability by positioning tawḥīd as its epistemological foundation, from which the interconnected principles of khalīfah (stewardship), amānah (trust), mīzān (balance), maṣlaḥah (public welfare), and iṣlāḥ (constructive improvement) guide responsible production, ethical consumption, social equity, and ecological resilience.
Unlike conventional CE models that predominantly emphasize material circulation and resource efficiency, ICE constitutes an autonomous theoretical framework grounded in Islamic epistemology and moral philosophy. Economic activities are therefore directed not only toward efficiency but also toward justice, environmental stewardship, collective welfare, and accountability before God. This perspective addresses the conceptual fragmentation identified by Kirchherr et al. by extending CE beyond its technical and industrial orientation through the incorporation of spiritual accountability.
The proposed framework also extends earlier ICE studies by Fathma et al. and Septiani et al., which primarily discussed conceptual compatibility without establishing an integrated theoretical architecture. By explicitly linking Islamic theological principles with sustainability objectives and CE practices, this framework offers a robust foundation for future empirical research. While remaining consistent with the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and UNEP, it introduces spirituality as the primary driver of sustainable behavior, thereby positioning Islamic Circular Economy as a comprehensive and transformative sustainability paradigm with broad theoretical and practical relevance.


Table 4. Transformative Framework of Islamic Circular Economy
	Islamic Foundation
	Core Principle
	Circular Economy Orientation
	Expected Sustainability Outcome

	Tawḥīd (Unity of God)
	Recognition that all natural resources belong to Allah and humans are accountable for their use
	Provides the epistemological foundation for all CE practices
	Holistic and spiritually grounded sustainability

	Khalīfah (Stewardship)
	Human responsibility as guardians of the Earth
	Sustainable resource management, regeneration, and ecosystem protection
	Environmental resilience and biodiversity conservation

	Amānah (Trust)
	Ethical responsibility in managing natural and economic resources
	Responsible production, transparent governance, and sustainable supply chains
	Institutional accountability and responsible business practices

	Mīzān (Balance)
	Maintaining harmony between economic growth, society, and nature
	Efficient resource utilization, waste reduction, and circular production systems
	Ecological balance and long-term resource security

	Maṣlaḥah (Public Welfare)
	Maximization of collective welfare while preventing harm
	Inclusive circular economy, equitable resource distribution, and social value creation
	Social justice, economic inclusion, and community well-being

	Iṣlāḥ (Constructive Improvement)
	Continuous improvement and environmental restoration
	Regeneration, recycling, innovation, and ecosystem restoration
	Sustainable innovation and environmental recovery

	Islamic Circular Economy (ICE)
	Integration of theological, ethical, economic, social, and environmental values
	Circular production, ethical consumption, responsible governance, and ecological regeneration
	Sustainable development that integrates environmental integrity, economic prosperity, social justice, and spiritual accountability


Source: Developed by the authors based on the Qur'an, Hadith, and Circular Economy literature.
5. CONCLUSION
This study reconstructs the concept of the Islamic Circular Economy (ICE) by integrating thematic analyses of the Qur'an, Hadith, and contemporary scholarship on Circular Economy (CE) and sustainable development. The findings demonstrate that the Qur'an and Hadith provide a robust epistemological foundation that defines the philosophical orientation, ethical values, and normative objectives of ICE. Core Islamic principles—including tawhid (the oneness of God), khalifah (stewardship), amanah (trust), mīzān (balance), iṣlāḥ (reform), and the prohibition of isrāf (wastefulness)—are conceptually aligned with circular economy principles by promoting responsible resource utilization, ecological balance, and long-term sustainability. Based on this synthesis, the study proposes a comprehensive conceptual framework that integrates spiritual, ethical, social, economic, and environmental dimensions within a Shariah-based sustainability paradigm.
The study further argues that Islamic Circular Economy should not be viewed merely as the Islamization of the conventional Circular Economy framework. Rather, it constitutes an independent paradigm grounded in Islamic revelation, where sustainability is inseparable from moral accountability and spiritual responsibility. This perspective broadens the conventional CE discourse by embedding environmental stewardship within the ethical obligations of humanity as khalifah, thereby emphasizing justice ('adl), public welfare (maslahah), and intergenerational responsibility alongside economic efficiency.
Theoretically, this research contributes to both Circular Economy and Islamic economics by developing an integrative conceptual framework that systematically connects Shariah principles with sustainable development. The framework provides a foundation for future theory development and empirical validation across diverse socio-economic sectors. Practically, it offers strategic guidance for policymakers, Islamic financial institutions, businesses, and educational organizations in designing sustainability policies, circular business models, and governance frameworks consistent with both CE principles and Islamic values. Furthermore, the proposed framework has the potential to strengthen the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly in Muslim-majority countries.
The principal novelty of this study lies in reconstructing Islamic Circular Economy directly from the normative sources of the Qur'an and Hadith, rather than merely demonstrating their compatibility with conventional CE. By positioning revelation as the primary epistemological foundation, this research introduces a holistic conceptual model that integrates theological, ethical, social, economic, and environmental dimensions into a unified paradigm for sustainable development.
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